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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . This action is responsive to amendment received on 4/25/2006. Cancelled claim 
19 and added new claims 21-36, as requested. 



Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments filed 4/25/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. The Applicant argued that the cited art fails to disclose "what happens 
inside the switch, also, the logic to tenninate the connection is performed by the switch 
output, and is thus independent of the logic to establish the connection. The switch 
output release[s] the connection upon detection that the EOP indicator has been 
received at a the output port." The Examiner contends that although the claims are 
interpreted in light of the Specification, limitations from the Specifications are not read 
into the claims. See In re Van Genus, 988 F.2d USPQ2d 1057 (Fed. Cir. 1993). Also the 
claim is interpreted in its broadest sense. In this case Nelson discloses transmitting a 
frame and inherently has output ports to transmit a data externally. Nelson also 
discloses a EOFt indicator causing the release of connection upon detection. 

The Examiner contends that Nelson anticipates all the limitations of claims 1-18 
and 20-24. 

3. The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action 
can be found in a prior Office action. 
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4. Claims 1-18, 20-24 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Nelson et al. (US 6,148,004). 

Claims 1-10. 14 and 17. Nelson discloses a switch fabric utilized with fiber channel 
frames wherein frames are transmitted through the switch fabric {claims 1, 5, 14) (see 
figure 2A and 2B) with frame and sequence generation for each link controller (see col. 
8, lines 44-53). Nelson further discloses releasing switch connection prior to sequence 
termination (see col. 5, lines 24-65 and col. 9, lines 26-50) (claims 5). 

Nelson discloses End of Frame (EOF) (col. 7, lines 36-39), functionally same as 
EOP provided at the beginning and end of the frame {claims 2, 3, 4, 9, 10). 

Nelson further discloses an indication of termination (triggering event) of an 
exchange field provided by link controller 22 (see col. 8, lines 44 through col. 9, lines 1- 
36) wherein FE 16 generates header information (setting a register bit) and an originator 
exchange identifier is re-changed to the inactive state thereof upon receipt of a last of 
the series of data frames (col. 2, lines 60-67) {claims 6 and 7). 

Nelson discloses releasing the connection upon detection of the EOP indicator 
(see col. 4, lines 58-67). 

Nelson discloses methods for establishing dynamic ESCON connections over 
Fiber Channel connection using series of data frames (col. 8, lines 46-67) {claims 8 
and 17). 

Claims 1 1 . 20 - 24 . The Description of the instant Application does not provide specific 
details that EOP indicator is a single bit except in claims 1 1 and 20. However, the 
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Examiner has not objected to the claims as being "lack of anticipation in the 
Specification, because it is inherent that EOP are special characters (and strings) to 
elements within a link which are single-bit, single -cycle signals, e.g., 'on' for one state 
and 'off for the other state. 

Figure 3 shows series of Fiber Channel data frames arrive and passed to 
selected link controllers based on the status of the frame (see col. 2, lines 46-59). 

The switch disclosed by Nelson is a cross-point switch (see US 5,107,489, 
content of which are incorporated by Nelson). Nelson does not specifically disclose that 
the switch is a cross-bar switch (as in claim 24). However, Nelson discloses that the 
invention can be used by any system architecture and frame processing method (see 
col. 10, line 66 through col. 1 1 .lines 1-23). 
Claim 12 . See rejection of claim 1 above. 
Claim 13 . Already discussed above (claims 1-10, 14). 
Claims 15. 16 and 18 . See rejection of claims 1-10 above. 

Figure 3 shows the buffer descriptor format for the memory device wherein series 
of Fiber Channel data frames arrive and passed to selected link controllers based on 
the status of the frame (see col. 2, lines 46-59). 

Allowable Subject Matter 

5. Claims 25-36 are allowed. 

The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: The prior art of record fails to disclose a method for transmitting a frame 
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through a cell-based switch comprising the method step of "partitioning the frame 
payload among cells having the same capacity within a packet as cell payloads, at least 
one cell other than the last cell having a pavload size less than the cell capacity" , 
(claims 25 and 30). 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Abbas et al. (US 6,810,046) 
YU (US 20010012288) 

7. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the mailing date of this final action. 
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8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Afsar M. Qureshi whose telephone number is (571 ) 272 
3178. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ahmad Matar can be reached on (571) 272 7488. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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